
Dummies guide for DVD to DVD-R 

 

I have always wanted to put a guide together, and have finally done it.  Now, to some, it 
may not be perfect, but this method has been most successful for me, and I hope you can 
get something out of this too. 

For starters you will need certain programs.  I have listed them down the left there, and 
go into detail on how they are used at each stage.  

DVD DECRYPTER 

DVD2AVI 

VFAPI 

CCE GUESSER 

CCE 

MAESTRO 

NERO 



DVD DECRYPTER 

  

Firstly, let’s start up DVD Decrypter. (pic below) 

 

This is the latest version, and has been brilliant. (Thanks to LIGHTNING UK!)  Below 
are the settings I have for IFO Mode, which I have found to be the easiest way. 

 

Press OK. 



 

Click on Enable Stream Processing, select the Video file and Audio file you want, 
deselect the rest. 

Now select each file separately, and click on Demux for both. 

 



Ready to Decrypt.  Or click on the DVD to Hard drive icon.  8-15 minutes depending on 
DVD Rom. 

 



DVD2AVI 

Load up DVD2AVI 

The following pics may not agree with everyone, but I have used these for every project.  

Video: 

 

 

 



 

Audio settings as follows: 

 

 



 

 

 

Next, open up DVD2AVI.  File, Open and select the m2v file created from DVD 
Decrypter. 



 

Click on Open, and with all the settings in place, click on File, Save project.  3-5 minute 
process. 

  



VFAPI 

Load up VFAPI-En. 

 

Click on Add Job and select the d2v file you just created with DVD2AVI.  Click on 
convert (leave settings as is). 

 



 

Now you're ready to start the encoding process. 

  



CCE GUESSER 

This next step requires you to know total frames and the size of the audio file.  I get the 
total frames from CCE and the size of the audio from the folder where I ripped my files. 

Now open up CCE Guesser to calculate values for CCE. 

 

Now, make sure you set PAL/NTSC correctly.  I have never selected Forced FILM and 
make sure you select Single Pass VBR.  The main value you need is the Recommended 
CCE Min.  Make a note of it.  Then you're ready for CCE. 

  



CCE 

 

Start up CCE. 

Select File, Open your d2v file so it looks like this: 

Right click on the avi file and select Edit.  You should see the following: 

Changes are as follows: 



1. Change Timecode setting so that it reads: 00 00 00 00 

2. De-select Video information file and Audio file. 

3. Change video setting to: MPEG-2 (ES, One-pass VBR) 

4. In Quantization and Bitrate enter the value for Min you got from CCE guesser and 
change Max to 8000. 

5. Select the correct aspect ratio (Usually from the original ripped video file). 

6. Under Advanced, select Video, and change your settings to look like below. 

 



Click OK, and now you are ready to encode.  Hit encode (the save changes is disabled I 
this version of CCE, so don't worry too much about it).  This should take anything 
between 1.5-2.5 hours depending on size of movie. 

 

When done, you should be left with a video file small enough to author and fit on a single 
DVD-R.  So we move onto DVD Maestro. 

  



MAESTRO 

Load up Maestro. 

 

Right click down the bottom frame, and import media assets (This will be your new m2v 
file and you original AC3 file) 



 

When imported, the files will be parsed and can take a couple of minutes.  It will look 
like below when done. 

Now we need to drag these files into the project. 

 

Next we need to sync the audio file to the video file by right clicking on the AC3 file you 
dragged into the project and selecting Create Sync Audio Track....  



 

It will come up with the video file you are using for the project.  Select the video file (at 
the top), then click on Assign Audio File.....  

 

Select the audio file you are using for the project, and then click on Create Audio File..... 



 

A progress bar will work its way to 100%, but a warning (pic below) will pop-up.  Don’t 
worry, just select YES. 

 

Next part is the chapters.  Right click on the area above the video file where the chapter 
line is, and click on Import Chapter List...... 



 

Select the DVDMaestro.chp file (which was created when using DVD Decrypter) and 
click on Open. 

 

When this is done, it should look like this. (below) 



 

Now you are ready to compile into DVD format to create an image file.  Click on the 
icon that looks like a barcode, and save it into a directory you might have for the project 
(I usually make a folder called DVD on my root drive).  Save the file, and sit back while 
it creates the necessary files to become a DVD. 

Next step is to create an image in Nero. 

  



NERO 

Load up NERO and select DVD VIDEO (as below).  You can label it with the name of 
movie here as well. 

 

Now drag the VIDEO_TS folder (created from Maestro) from the File Browser across 
into your DVDVideo job. 



 

Don’t worry about the warning that comes up (pic below).  It will only put in the files 
recognized for DVD. 

 

When done, under Recorder select Choose Recorder........ 



 

Select Image Recorder, click on OK. 

 

Click on the little burn icon and you will need to save the image (NRG image) into a 
folder on your hard drive.  Name it whatever you like.  And in 30 minutes, you will have 
an image ready to burn onto DVD-R.  The reason I make an image is that I have found 
since doing this, I have had 100% with burning to media without the pixelation (even on 
cheaper media). 



 

Good luck to all.  Remember, this is a method I use and am not saying that it’s the 
quickest, but it has been 100% for me so I’m going to stick to it.  Whole job should take 
approx 2-3 hours all up.  Any queries, feel free to post to the forum so we can all discuss 
any issues you may have with anything. 

Cya 

Rob 

robsanders@optusnet.com.au 


